[Morphology of the optic chiasm in albinism].
Albinism is associated with a misrouting of fibers at the optic chiasm where the majority of fibers cross to the contralateral side. The cause of this abnormal decussation pattern reflects a disturbance of cell cycle regulation in the development of the retina which is in part controlled by melanin. Growing axons from retinal ganglion cells therefore arrive later than usual at the optic chiasm and are misrouted contralaterally. This atypical decussation leads to morphological changes of the optic chiasm including a reduced chiasm width with larger angles between optic nerves and tracts which can be shown by magnetic resonance imaging.